LITTLE ADDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
  Minutes of the Meeting held at Saint Mary the Virgin Church,
High Street, Little Addington on Tuesday 16th December 2025 at 7:30pm
Present:		Councillors: L Brown (Chair), A Sonn, M Keech
 			S Beckett, S Lloyd & J Cocks
In attendance:	Ginny Pledger (Clerk)

	
	
	Action

	LAPC25/293
	To receive and approve apologies for absence 
Cllr Sheppard (medical), Cllr G Wilcox from NNC (illness)   
	

	LAPC25/294
	Public participation session.
No members of the public present.
	

	LAPC25/295
	To receive declarations of interest under the Councils Code of Conduct related to business on the agenda.
None received.
	

	LAPC25/296
	To received and approve for signature minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 18th November 2025.
Approved and adopted, Proposed Cllr Cocks, Seconded Cllr Lloyd.
	

	LAPC25/297
	To note any matters arising from the minutes not included on this agenda, for report only.
None
	

	LAPC25/298
	To report on the Internal Control Councillor Checklist.
Cllr Sonn checked and signed off the checklist.  January will be Cllr Beckett to sign off the checklist
NB: The website/noticeboard and all documents sent via email in readiness for the meeting need to have been read and checked before councillors can sign off the checklist.
	SB/Clerk

	LAPC25/299
	To receive and approve the balance of account/bank reconciliation for current and MM accounts.
There has been a Direct Debit for £47.00 from ICO – this is the Information Commissioners Office.  Clerk will find further information on this, and report at the next meeting.
All bank accounts approved and signed. 
Money Manager Proposed by Cllr Beckett and Seconded by Cllr Sonn.
Current Account Proposed by Cllr Keech and Seconded by Cllr Lloyd.
	Clerk

	LAPC15/300
	To examine and approve bank statements.
Approved and signed.  Proposed Cllr Lloyd, Seconded Cllr Keech
	

	LAPC15/301
	To undertake a check of expenditure against the budget.
Budget is still looking fairly healthy with 3 months still to go.  There may need to be a virement just to keep the budget balanced, but the funds are there and it shouldn’t prove to be a problem. Approved and signed.
Proposed by Cllr Sonn and Seconded by Cllr Keech.
	

	LAPC25/302
	To discuss and approve the budget/precept for 2026/2027.
Cllr Cocks wanted to move the dog bins from “LAPC Operations” to “Benches etc”.  A vote was taken to move the dog bins to a different category.  5 voted to keep the dog bins under “LAPC Operations”.  1 voted against.  Dog bins will remain under “LAPC Operations”.
Unanimous vote to approve the suggested budget/precept for 2026/27.  Clerk will now submit this to NNC
	Clerk

	LAPC25/303
	To report on moving the bank account.
Because of the submission of the budget/precept which is due in January, the Clerk will need to provide bank details with the form, so it was decided to stay with HSBC until after the AGAR.  Once the AGAR has been completed, the Clerk, the Chair and Cllr Cocks will implement the move to Unity Bank.
	

	LAPC25/304
	To approve any changes to the asset register.
Cllr Brown suggested placing 3 new flower troughs which have a value £200 in total on the asset register.  This was unanimously agreed.  Clerk to update the asset register.
	Clerk.

	LAPC25/305
	To discuss and approve the annual return for The Reading Room Fund.
The Reading Room Fund is held in the Money Manager Account, which also holds 1 year’s value of precept plus a little extra.  The Reading Room Fund equates to 18% of the value of the Money Manager Account.  In 2025 to date, the account has received £357.12 in interest.  18% of this equates to £64.00.  The clerk suggested that the £64 is submitted as the “funds earned” on the Charity Commission annual return.  This was unanimously agreed.  Approved and accepted.  Proposed Cllr Cocks, Seconded Cllr Beckett. Clerk to submit the annual return for the Charity Commission.
	Clerk

	LAPC25/306
	To approve and authorise payments of invoices.

	

	

	
	

	

	Invoice Ref
	Payee
	Item
	Total Amount
	Notes
	Clerk

	
	088.25/26
	Parish Online
	Mapping Software
	£60.00
	Approved
	

	
	089.25/26
	Clerk
	Ink Cartridges
	£34.59
	Approved
	

	
	090.25/26
	Clerk
	November’s Salary
	£296.80
	Approved
	

	
	091.25/26
	HMRC
	Tax
	£74.40
	Approved
	

	
	092.25/26
	The Bell Inn
	Coffee Morning
	£50.00
	Approved
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Proposed by Cllr Lloyd, Seconded Cllr Sonn
	
	
	
	
	

	LAPC25/307
	To consider and resolve the council’s response to planning applications listed below plus any other planning applications advised by North Northamptonshire Council and available on its website between the circulation of this agenda and the meeting to which it pertains.
(a) Kettering Energy Park (NK/2025/0167)
Cllr Lloyd still has received no communication.  She will chase this up and report again at the next meeting.
	SL

	LAPC25/308
	To note planning decisions made by NNC.
None reported. 
	

	LAPC25/309
	To report on the situation with the chicanes on Irthlingborough Road and lighting at Howards Way development.
Cllr Cocks has received an email from Matt Davies Greg Wilcox (amended and signed and dated by Chair.) who has assured Cllr Cocks that he will go through the ‘Councillors portal’ to get a response.  The portal generally receives a response in a much quicker time frame.  Cllr Cocks will report at the next meeting.
	JC

	LAPC25/310
	To consider the provision of village gates on Irthlingborough Road.
Waiting for a decision on the chicanes so will remain on the agenda.
	

	LAPC25/311
	To note any changes to the Electoral Roll.
None reported.
	

	LAPC25/312
	To receive a report from the Village Neighbourhood Plan Group.
The group has not meet since the last parish council meeting, however a coffee morning is planned for Saturday 7th February 2026 which Colin Wilkinson is scheduled to attend. A leaflet drop will be done around the village to encourage as many people to attend as possible.  Clerk to produce the leaflet. The coffee morning will be put on the website by the Clerk.
Cllr Cocks and Cllr Brown will have a meeting to action the information needed which will then be published on the website for the Neighbourhood Plan for the villagers to access.  The leaflet will also direct people to the website.
	Clerk/All Cllr’s

	LAPC25/313
	To review the car parking situation around the village.
The parking situation has improved in the village.  Unfortunately due to the wet weather some grass has been churned up. 
 Cllr Sonn raised concerns regarding signage which has been installed in Howards End, stating CCTV is in operation and no parking on the road plus any parking on the road must be by prior arrangement.  This could be potentially problematic for households who have carers visit/home deliveries etc.  Whilst the parish council is sympathic to the situation, unfortunately not much can be done at present as they have not officially adopted the road.  
Part of the planning agreement for Howards End, was lighting and chicanes to be put in place.  This to date has not been fulfilled so consequently the road cannot be adopted.  The parish council however, do support the residents and their concerns and they will continue to push for the lighting and chicanes to be installed.
	

	LAPC25/314
	To consider refurbishment of the village sign.
Cllr Lloyd has contacted Gary Kennedy from Cranford who has quoted a figure of £855 to refurbish the sign.  This was unanimously approved.  Proposed by Cllr Cocks, Seconded Cllr Brown.  Cllr Lloyd will send the quotation to the Clerk to put on the agenda for approval at the next meeting.
	SL

	LAPC25/315
	To receive a report from the LAPC Environmental Team.
Cllr Keech reported ongoing bulb planting and general maintenance around the village.  Tom Brown has planted up the flower troughs.
The road closure for the Spring Fair has been granted, and passed to Cllr’s Keech & Cllr Sheppard.
There has been some damage to the flowers planted outside the Care Home.  Carers from the home take their breaks in the actual flower bed, which has damaged the plants. Cllr Brown has spoken the care home manager who assured her that a bench would be provided for the carers.  However, when Cllr Brown went past again, the bench still hasn’t been provided and the carers are still sitting in the flower bed.  Cllr Brown went to speak to the care worker and she received a tirade of verbal abuse,  Cllr Brown’s husband then approached the care worker on a separate occasion and also received abuse.  Cllr Brown has photographic evidence of the care worker in the flower bed, so the Clerk will send a letter to the care home, outlining all the above.
	Clerk

	LAPC25/316
	To receive a report regarding the Addingtons Playing field.
Cllr Beckett and Cllr Cocks reported that a meeting had been held. Discussions were held regarding funds required for the playing field.  Both Little Addington, Great Addington and the school agreed to pay £950 for 2027/2028
	SB

	LAPC25/317
	To report on the introductory leaflet for new villagers.
Cllr Brown’s priority at the moment is still the Neighbourhood Plan but she has found some printers to provide a quotation.  The Clerk will re-send the leaflet to Cllr. Brown.
	LB/Clerk

	LAPC25/318
	To discuss speeding through the village.
Cllr Lloyd has now received the ’20 is Plenty’ signs and these will be put up around the village over the coming weeks.
Cllr Sonn has received an email from the Community Speed Watch team inviting the council to join its programme next year.  A minimum of 6 volunteers are needed, with online training provided.  The CSW have asked for a subsided cost of £150; this is to purchase the speed gun etc.  It is unclear if the council would get to keep the speed gun, and if there is a cost to the online training.  Cllr Sonn will clarify with CSW on these points and report back.
	AS

	LAPC25/319
	To discuss the defibrillator and the annual checking of the batteries.
Cllr Sonn has now fitted the replacement pad and has checked the battery life. This can now be removed from the agenda
	Remove

	LAPC25/320
	To discuss vulnerable adults in the village.
Cllr’s Brown, Sonn, Keech and Sheppard will meet to discuss how best to approach this.  A meeting will be scheduled for January 2026 to discuss a way forward.  Keep on the agenda.
	

	LAPC25/321
	To discuss the request from NNC regarding a street light REF WG7PJT4T.
Although Cllr Beckett is no longer responsible for streetlighting, she did handle this email because she had dealt with it previously.  MJ Quinn are now requesting for the street light to be removed the same as Balfour Beatty had done previously.  Cllr Beckett once again replied with the same response as before stating that they would need to pay for the removal of the pole, the site excavation, road closure etc.  To date she has had no response back.
	


	LAPC25/322
	To receive any updates from the Clerk.
None.
	

	LAPC25/323
	To discuss coffee morning booked for Saturday 7th February 2026 10am-12noon in relation to the Neighbourhood Plan.
The coffee morning is to focus solely on the Neighbourhood Plan. There will be a leaflet drop around the village to encourage as many as possible to attend.  All councillors are to attend the coffee morning if possible.  Put on the agenda for January 2026.
	Clerk

	LAPC25/324
	To discuss posting photographs of councillors onto the website.
This was agreed to be a good idea as some people in the village don’t know the councillors by name but do recognise them by face.  All councillors will send over headshots to the Clerk to be put on the website.
	All Cllrs/Clerk

	LAPC25/325
	To discuss the parish website.
This is a major form of communication so as much information as possible regarding the village needs to be posted on the website.
	Clerk

	LAPC25/326
	To discuss the clerk and chair attending a training course for the AGAR.
NCALC are offering training courses for the AGAR.  The clerk felt it would be a good idea for her and the Chair to attend especially as the clerk’s training has been postponed until March.  This was a unanimous vote in favour of the Clerk and Chair attending.  Clerk to book the places.
	Clerk

	LAPC25/327
	To discuss transport in the village.
Cllr Cocks reported that the CB1 now runs 5 days a week through the village.
Cllr Cocks sent an email on the 17th November 2025 asking if the current bus service which terminates at Crow Hill could be extended into Little Addington.  To date he has received no response.  However NNC are running a “your voice hub” which is open to parish councils to submit their ideas regarding transport.  Cllr Cocks will report to the hub in January 2026 and report back at the next meeting
	JC

	LAPC25/328
	To receive an update on the business at NNC.
Greg Wilcox was supposed to attend but had to cancel at the last minute due to illness.  Clerk will email the office again to let him know our meeting date in January 2026.
	Clerk

	LAPC25/329
	To discuss the Town & Parish Strategic Forum held on 7th October in Thrapston Council Chambers.
Cllr Sonn attended on behalf of Little Addington.  Most of the information was not really relevant to Little Addington or smaller rural parishes.  The main items on the agenda were crime figures in the area as well as BIG50; looking at the plan for the next 25 years.  The main complaint expressed at the meeting from the more rural parishes was a lack of contact from NNC.
	Remove

	LAPC25/330
	To advise on items to be included in the next issue of Saints Alive! – December edition.
Neighbourhood Plan Coffee Morning – Saturday 7th February 2026 10am-12noon at The Bell Inn.
Spring Fair.
Road Closure on Irthlingborough Road in January 2026.
Thank you all those who helped decorate the village with knitted decorations.  Invitation to join Knit N Natter – Meet Monday afternoons 2pm-4pm in The Bell Inn.
	

	LAPC25/331
	To identify any future agenda items for the meeting on 20th January 2026.
Community Governance Review.
A3 copy of LA grass plan.
Coffee Morning for Neighbourhood Plan – Saturday 7th February.
Speed Watch Campaign.
Preparation for AGAR.
Refurbishment of bus shelter.
Clerk’s probation period.

	

	LAPC25/332
	To close the meeting.
Meeting closed at 21:25pm.
Date for next meeting Tuesday 20th January at 7:30pm at St Mary the Virgin Church, Little Addington.
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



Signed:							Dated:
1
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