LITTLE ADDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
Draft Minutes of the Meeting held at Saint Mary the Virgin Church,
High Street, Little Addington on Tuesday 18th November 2025 at 7:30pm
Present:		Councillors: L Brown (Chair), A Sheppard (Vice Chair),
 			S Beckett, S Lloyd & J Cocks
In attendance:	Ginny Pledger (Clerk)

	
	
	Action

	LAPC25/257
	To receive and approve apologies for absence 
Cllr Sonn (family commitments), Cllr Keech (family commitments), Cllr Becket, joined late (family commitments)            
	

	LAPC25/258
	Public participation session.
No members of the public present.
	

	LAPC25/259
	To receive declarations of interest under the Councils Code of Conduct related to business on the agenda.
None received.
	

	LAPC25/260
	To received and approve for signature minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 21st October 2025.
Amended LAPC25/239 to say “purchased by the parish council” . Approved and adopted, Proposed Cllr Sheppard, Seconded Cllr Lloyd.
	

	LAPC25/261
	To note any matters arising from the minutes not included on this agenda, for report only.
None
	

	LAPC25/262
	To report on the Internal Control Councillor Checklist.
Cllr Lloyd checked and signed of the checklist.  December will be Cllr Sonn to sign off the checklist
NB: the website and all documents sent via email in readiness for the meeting need to have been read and checked before councillors can sign off the checklist.
	AS/Clerk

	LAPC25/263
	To receive and approve the balance of account/bank reconciliation for current and MM accounts.
Approved and signed. 
Money Manager Proposed by Cllr Lloyd and Seconded by Cllr Sheppard.
Current Account Proposed by Cllr Sheppard and Seconded by Cllr Lloyd.
	

	LAPC15/264
	To examine and approve bank statements.
Approved and signed.  Proposed Cllr Sheppard, Seconded Cllr Lloyd
	

	LAPC15/265
	To undertake a check of expenditure against the budget.
Budget is still looking fairly healthy with 4 months still to go.  There may need to be a virement just to keep the budget balanced, but the funds are there and it shouldn’t prove to be a problem. Approved and signed.
Proposed by Cllr Llloyd and Seconded by Cllr Sheppard.
	

	LAPC15/266
	To report on moving bank accounts.
The clerk, Cllr Brown and Cllr Cocks attended an online presentation by Unity Bank.  Unity’s monthly fees at £6 per month as opposed to HSBC which are £8 per month.
Various savings accounts can be set up for each fund rather than having them all put together in the Money Manager account.  Unity Bank have a dedicated customer service team specifically for parish councils.  There are no restrictions on the amount which can be paid out daily unlike HSBC which is limited to £500 per day.  There are also additional security checks for any payments being made by the clerk.  Once the clerk has made a payment, the information is sent to 2 named signatories, once they have approved the payment it then goes through.  
It was decided unanimously to change bank accounts to Unity Bank. It was agreed initially that Cllr Brown, Cllr Cocks and the Clerk with be the initial signatories, once the account is up and running it can re-assessed if additional signatories need to be added. The clerk will have a meeting with the chair to sort out all the necessary paperwork to switch bank accounts
	LB/Clerk

	LAPC25/267
	To approve any changes to the asset register.
No changes.
	

	LAPC25/268
	To approve and authorise payments of invoices.
N.B: Parish Online was pre-approved for payment at last month’s meeting, I have put it back on the list just for an audit trail as the invoice came in cheaper than expected (£464).

Lebara – I was an invoice missing due to the handover of clerks, this invoice is just to show the audit trail.  The invoice is from July 2025.
	

	

	
	
	
	
	
	Clerk

	
	Invoice Ref
	Payee
	Item
	Total Amount
	Notes
	

	
	072.25/26
	G Pledger
	Purchase of new laptop
	£170.53
	Approved
	

	
	075.25/26
	Emery INV3872
	Mowing
	£408.00
	Approved
	

	
	078.25/26
	NCALC
	Training for Adam/Sharon
	£127.20
	Approved
	

	
	079.25/26
	Clerk
	Salary October
	£296.80
	Approved
	

	
	080.25/26
	HMRC
	Tax
	£74.20
	Approved
	

	
	081.25/26
	Royal British Legion
	Poppy Wreath
	£20.00
	Approved
	

	
	074.25/26
	Parish Online
	Parish Website
	£402.00
	Approved
	

	
	076.25/26
	Lebara
	Mobile Phone
	£4.90
	Approved
	

	
	077.25/26
	Sign & Graphic
	20 is Plenty Signs
	£144.00
	Approved
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Proposed by Cllr Beckett, Seconded Cllr Sheppard
	

	LAPC25/269
	To consider and resolve the council’s response to planning applications listed below plus any other planning applications advised by North Northamptonshire Council and available on its website between the circulation of this agenda and the meeting to which it pertains.
(a) Kettering Energy Park (NK/2025/0167)
Cllr Lloyd still has received no communication.  She reported that there is a shortage of staff at NNC which has delayed all planning applications.
	SL

	LAPC25/270
	To note planning decisions made by NNC.
None reported.
	

	LAPC25/271
	To report on the situation with the chicanes on Irthlingborough Road and lighting at Howards Way development.
Cllr Cocks has had no response from his escalated email on the 9th October.  He emailed again on the 12th November and still has not received a response.  Cllr Cocks will email again copying in Matt Davies.
	JC

	LAPC25/272
	To consider the provision of village gates on Irthlingborough Road.
Waiting for a decision on the chicanes so will remain on the agenda.
	

	LAPC25/273
	To note any changes to the Electoral Roll.
None reported.
	

	LAPC25/274
	To report on changing the email accounts and website to gov.uk
All Councillors and the website now have gov.uk domains.  Cllr Beckett was able to sort Cllr Keech’s email issues.  This can now be removed from the agenda
	Remove

	LAPC25/275
	To receive a report from the Village Neighbourhood Plan Group.
Cllr Brown advised that a meeting had been held with Colin Wilkinson.  Land has been identified which is currently owned by E.D. Estates.  A letter has also been sent to the church but no response has been received to date.  Cllr Brown advised that the Neighbourhood Plan will take Little Addington up to 2045 and this can then be re-visited every 5 years to make sure that it is fit for purpose.
It was agreed that the Sheep Field needs protecting against development.
A referendum will need to be held in due course.
There will need to be a design guide/technical environment check because of the gravel pits which are protected.
A first draft of the plan will be available in early January 2026 for discussion at the next parish council on the 20th January 2026.  There will be a 6 week consultation in which time any revisions can be made, this then needs to be submitted to NNC where it will go to consultation again for a further 6 weeks.
A coffee morning specifically for the Neighbourhood Plan will be held at The Bell Inn on Saturday 7th February from 10am-12noon with bacon or sausage baps along with tea/coffee.  A leaflet drop will be done to all house in the village as we need as many people from the village to be present as possible.  Colin Wilkinson will also be present at the coffee morning to answer any questions.
	

	LAPC25/276
	To review the car parking situation around the village.
Whilst the situation has improved since the stones were placed around the village green.  It was noted by Cllr Brown that someone had parked on the green outside of The Bell Inn making it difficult for traffic to pass safely.  Cllr Brown suggested that some of the additional stones be placed on the green to prevent parking.  This was unanimously agreed.
	

	LAPC25/277
	To consider refurbishment of the village sign.
Cllr Lloyd has contacted Gary from Cranford who is going to come out to look at the village sign and quote for any refurbishment needed.  Cllr Lloyd will give an update on costs at the next meeting in December.
	SL

	LAPC25/278
	To receive a report from the LAPC Environmental Team.
Cllr Sheppard reported that Tom and Maureen had been planting bulbs around the village and Tom has also removed ivy from the church wall.  Tom has also dug out a planting area at Amen Place and place boards, this will be planted up in the coming days.
A Spring Fair is planned for 26th April from 1pm-4pm.  Clerk will apply for a road closure.
The Christmas Tree will be decorated on The Green.
	AS/Clerk

	LAPC25/279
	To receive a report regarding the Addingtons Playing field.
Cllr Beckett reported that there is a meeting with an AGM scheduled for 25th November so will report back at December’s meeting.
	SB

	LAPC25/280
	To report on the introductory leaflet for new villagers.
Cllr Brown will provide an update at the next meeting as priority at the moment is on the Neighbourhood Plan.
	LB

	LAPC25/281
	To discuss speeding through the village.
Clerk will order 4 of the “20 is Plenty” signs.  These will be placed at the top of Chapel Hill, on The Green and one at each entrance to the village.
	SL & Clerk

	LAPC25/282
	To discuss the defibrillator and the annual checking of the batteries.
Cllr Sonn has been quoted a price of £82.74 for a replacement pad.  It was unanimously agreed that this could be purchased.  Clerk to purchase the pad.
	AS

	LAPC25/283
	To discuss damage to the grit bins
The grit bin in Back Lane has been damaged for years and the salt has compacted.  This particular grit bin is owned by the parish council whereas the rest are owned by NNC.  It isn’t topped up by NCC and no one really used it.  It was suggested by Cllr Brown that the everyone starts chipping away at the salt and using it up so once it is empty the bin can be disposed of.  The parish council voted unanimously for this plan of action.
	

	LAPC25/284
	To discuss the budget and precept for the next financial year.
This will be put on the agenda for December and the clerk and Cllr Brown will meet up before December’s meeting to put together a draft budget to present to the parish council.
	LB/Clerk

	LAPC25/285
	To discuss vulnerable adults in the village.
Cllr’s Brown, Sonn, Keech and Sheppard will meet to discuss how best to approach this.  Possibly then doing a targeted leaflet drop to specific houses identified with vulnerable adults.  Cllr Beckett suggested sending an email to the Neighbourhood Watch list to “check your neighbour” as a general wellness check.
	

	LAPC25/286
	To receive any updates from the clerk.
Road Closure – MJ Quinn has requested a road closure to carry out telecoms maintenance for 1 day on 26th January 2026.  The road closure is on Irthlingborough Road.  Clerk will put it on the website.
	Clerk

	LAPC25/287
	To discuss the clerks holiday entitlement.
The clerk is entitled to 30.5 hrs of holiday allowance, excluding bank holidays?
	

	LAPC25/288
	To receive an update on the business at NNC.
No-one attended the meeting or sent an email. Clerk will email Matt Davies inviting him to the parish council meetings again.

	Clerk

	LAPC25/289
	To discuss the Town & Parish Strategic Forum held on 7th October in Thrapston Council Chambers.
Cllr Sonn was unable to attend tonight’s meeting, so this will be moved to December’s meeting for an update.
	AS

	LAPC25/290
	To advise on items to be included in the next issue of Saints Alive! – November edition.
The Bell Inn are now serving breakfasts on Saturday’s and Sunday.  There will also be a village shop within the premises of The Bell Inn coming in early 2026.
Coffee Morning for the Neighbourhood Plan scheduled for Saturday 7th February 2026.
20 is Plenty signs to be placed around the village.
Be alert to traffic when crossing Addington Road.
	Clerk

	LAPC25/256
	 To identify any future agenda items for the meeting on 16th December.
Budget and precept.
Photos of councillors for website.
Website.
Neighbourhood Plan.
Transport.
	

	LAPC15/257
	To close the Meeting.
Meeting closed at 21:10.
Date for next meeting Tuesday 16th December at 7:30pm at St Mary the Virgin Church, Little Addington.
Apologies given in advance by Cllr Beckett & Cllr Sheppard.

	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



Signed:							Dated:
1
2
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