LITTLE ADDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
 Minutes of the Meeting held at Saint Mary the Virgin Church,
High Street, Little Addington on Tuesday 21st October 2025 at 7:30pm
Present:		Councillors: L Brown (Chair), A Sheppard (Vice Chair),
 			S Beckett and  M Keech
In attendance:	Ginny Pledger (Clerk)

	
	
	Action

	LAPC25/219
	To receive and approve apologies for absence 
Cllr Cocks (holiday), Cllr’s Sonn & Lloyd (NCALC Training)             
	

	LAPC25/220
	Public participation session.
No members of the public present.
	

	LAPC25/221
	To receive declarations of interest under the Councils Code of Conduct related to business on the agenda.
None received.
	

	LAPC25/222
	To received and approve for signature minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 16th September 2025.
Approved and adopted, Proposed Cllr Beckett, Seconded Cllr Keech.
	

	LAPC25/223
	To note any matters arising from the minutes not included on this agenda, for report only.
Cllr Sonn advised of damage to a grit bin.  To be put on the agenda for the next meeting.
	

	LAPC25/224
	To report on the Internal Control Councillor Checklist.
Cllr Keech has signed this off however she has had problems with her internet so not able to fully approve all aspects of the checklist.  Cllr Lloyd to do the check next month.
NB: the website and all documents sent via email in readiness for the meeting need to have been read and checked before councillors can sign off the checklist.
	SL/Clerk

	LAPC25/225
	To receive and approve the balance of account/bank reconciliation for current and MM accounts.
Approved and signed.  Money Manager account Proposed Cllr Shepperd, Seconded Cllr Beckett.  Current account for September was Proposed Cllr Beckett, Seconded Cllr Sheppard. Current account for October was Proposed by Cllr Sheppard, Seconded Cllr Beckett.
	

	LAPC15/226
	To examine and approve bank statements.
Approved and signed.  Proposed Cllr Sheppard, Seconded Cllr Beckett.
	

	LAPC15/227
	To undertake a check of expenditure against the budget.
Budget is still looking fairly healthy with 6 months still to go.  There may need to be a virement just to keep the budget balanced.  Cllr’s and clerk to keep an eye on it.
Proposed Cllr Keech, Seconded Cllr Sheppard.
	

	LAPC15/228
	To report on moving bank accounts.
NCALC and Unity Bank are hosting an online session on Friday 24th October so Cllr’s Brown, Cocks and the Clerk are attending the session to see what steps need to be taken.
	LB/JCClerk

	LAPC25/229
	To approve any changes to the asset register.
Purchase of a new laptop for the clerk was added.  Proposed Cllr Beckett, Seconded Cllr Keech.
	

	LAPC25/230
	To approve and authorise payments of invoices.
YU Energy will be combining our 3 MPAN numbers to 1 going forward, so we will receive just one invoice rather than three.
	

	

	
	
	
	
	
	Clerk

	
	Invoice Ref
	Payee
	Item
	Total Amount
	Notes
	

	
	062.25/26
	Lebara
	Phone
	£4.90
	Approved
	

	
	063.25/26
	HSBC
	Transfer of £5000 to Money Manager
	£5000.00
	Approved
	

	
	064.25/26
	Emery INV3662
	Mowing 
	£408.00
	Approved
	

	
	065.25/26
	PKF Littlejohn
	AGAR Audit
	£252.00
	Approved
	

	
	066.25/26
	Salary
	September Salary
	£296.80
	Approved
	

	
	067.25/26
	HMRC
	Tax
	£74.20
	Approved
	

	
	068.25/26
	YU Energy INV02984338
	Electricity
	£11.70
	Approved
	

	
	069.25/26
	YU Energy INV02984341
	Electricity
	£7.07
	Approved
	

	
	070.25/26
	YU Energy INV02984345
	Electricity
	£70.27
	Approved
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Parish Online Renewal due 23rd October
	Website
	£464.00
	Approved
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Proposed by Cllr Sheppard, Seconded Cllr Keech
	

	LAPC25/231
	To report on the registration of the lease for the substation on Church Lane.
Agreed at council to leave leasing arrangements as is.  This can now be removed from the agenda.
	Remove

	LAPC25/232
	To consider and resolve the council’s response to planning applications listed below plus any other planning applications advised by North Northamptonshire Council and available on its website between the circulation of this agenda and the meeting to which it pertains.
Cllr Lloyd will give an update at the next meeting.  To remain on agenda as ongoing.
	

	LAPC25/233
	To note planning decisions made by NNC.
None reported.
	

	LAPC25/234
	To report on the situation with the chicanes on Irthlingborough Road and lighting at Howards Way development.
Cllr Cocks emailed the Planning Complaints Department on the 9th October for progress.  He copied Cllr David Howes who also asked for a report.  As yet no response.
	JC

	LAPC25/235
	To consider the provision of village gates on Irthlingborough Road.
Waiting for a decision on the chicanes so will remain on the agenda.
	

	LAPC25/236
	To note any changes to the Electoral Roll.
None reported.
	

	LAPC25/237
	To report on changing the email accounts and website to .gov.uk
All Councillors and the website now have gov.uk domains.  Cllr Keech is still having problems with her login, Cllr Beckett is going to liaise with Cllr Keech to try to resolve the issue.
	SB/MK

	LAPC25/238
	To receive a report from the Village Neighbourhood Plan Group.
Cllr Brown advised that the ‘Call for Sites’ had been put out and there had been responses.  A meeting had been held  just for clarification with people who had ‘Land Opportunity’.  More information will be given at the coffee morning on Saturday 25th October.
	

	LAPC25/239
	To review the car parking situation around the village.
Car parking has improved but there is ongoing monitoring of the situation.  There was no response from villagers to help with the painting of the stones from the notice in Saints Alive.  At the next meeting Cllr Brown will ask for Cllr’s to help volunteer to paint the stones given by Joe Powell.purchased by the parish council.  Signed by Cllr L.Brown
	LB/All Cllr’s

	LAPC25/240
	To consider refurbishment of the village sign.
Cllr Lloyd is awaiting a quotation and will report at the next meeting.
	SL

	LAPC25/241
	To receive a report from the LAPC Environmental Team.
Cllr Sheppard reported the following:
The Scarecrow Festival held on the 28th September was very successful, raising over £600.  The event attracted lots of people and there were plenty of scarecrows, with special thanks to The Bell who were a welcome addition. There were a variety of stalls which proved popular and it was nice to have 5 outside traders.  Their next meeting is on the 27th October.  The next Bloomers event will be the Spring Fair in April.  The planters continue to provide colour in the village and there are plenty of seed heads in the wild flower garden.  Long term plans include the phone box and bus shelter.  In the short term, there is the painting of the stones on The Green and the decoration of the Christmas tree and planting more bulbs.  Tom Brown has asked Plants 2 Gardens for 15ft tall cherry trees for along the verges.
	AS

	LAPC25/242
	To receive a report regarding the Addingtons Playing field.
Cllr Beckett reported that the wall had been painted to cover up the graffiti and the Race Night has had to be postponed until February 2026.
	SB

	LAPC25/243
	To report on the introductory leaflet for new villagers.
Cllr Brown will provide an update at the next meeting.
	LB

	LAPC25/244
	To discuss the risk assessment.
Clerk circulated the risk assessment, a change to the insurance provider was updated.  The rest of the risk assessment was still valid.  The risk assessment was adopted for the year 2025/2026 Proposed Cllr Sheppard, Seconded Cllr Keech.  This can now be removed from the agenda.
	Remove

	LAPC25/245
	To discuss Clerk’s laptop and data.
Cllr Beckett found a laptop for £170.53. Clerk purchased it through Amazon which came with a years free Office 365.  Old laptop was wiped by Clerk to the best of her ability and given to Cllr Brown to return to Joe Powell.  The yearly subscription for the Office package is approx. £84 per year.
	

	LAPC25/246
	To discuss speeding through the village.
Clerk contacted Great Addington to ask to join with the police Community Speed Watch Campaign, they have agreed to liaise nearer the time with Cllr Sonn.  Cllr Lloyd has acquired quotations for the “20 is Plenty” signs.  They are £30 each.  Cllr Brown proposed that the council purchase 4 signs with a unanimous vote.  Cllr Lloyd will liaise with the clerk to purchase these signs.  Costs will be put on the agenda for next month’s meeting.
	SL & Clerk

	LAPC25/247
	To discuss Remembrance Sunday and the purchasing of a poppy wreath.
Clerk has placed an order with Roz from the Royal British Legion for 2 poppy wreaths.  One for the council and one for Cllr Brown for the football club (costs will be re-imbursed by Cllr Brown for the football club’s wreath.)  Roz will contact the clerk nearer the time to arrange delivery of the wreaths.
	Clerk

	LAPC25/248
	To discuss and set a date for the village litter pick.
The next litter pick will be next spring, so this will go back on the agenda in January.  It was noted though that once a date has been agreed, all Cllr’s need to make every effort to attend,as the dates are set well in advance.  This applies to all events organised by the parish council.
	

	LAPC25/249
	To discuss the defibrillator and the annual checking of the batteries.
Cllr Brown has shown Cllr Sonn how to check the defibrillator.  Cllr Sonn has confirmed that it is all OK, however new pads will be needed as these go out of date in November 2025.  Cllr Sonn is awaiting to hear back regarding costs of pads.  This will go on the agenda for the next meeting
	AS

	LAPC25/250
	To discuss and report any update on the streetlighting issue ref CSC732884929.
Cllr Beckett has not had any response after emailing back explaining that any costs should be cover by the other parties.  This can now be removed from the agenda.
	Remove

	LAPC25/251
	To discuss and assign roles & responsibilities of each councillor.
The various roles were distributed amongst the councillors.  Clerk will update the list and get it emailed across to all councillors so that know what their responsibilities are.
	Clerk

	LAPC25/252
	To receive any updates from the clerk.
Update on training – Cllr Sonn & Cllr Lloyd were attending their training this evening.  The clerk’s training has been cancelled until next March due to a lack for participants.
Zoho renewal – the email automatically renewed for the year, however payment has not come out of the current account so the clerk does not know who’s account it has come from.
Lebara phone contract – the contract has now been cancelled and the phone returned to Cllr Beckett.
Mowing Quotations – tenders went out to 3 companies; Emery, Turney’s and James Etheridge.  James Etheridge declined to quote.  Turney’s quoted £420 per cut and Emery’s agreed to hold their price for 2026.  The council voted and unanimously decided to remain with Emery’s.
	

	LAPC25/253
	To receive an update on the business at NNC.
No-one attended the meeting or sent an email.

	

	LAPC25/254
	To discuss the NCALC Annual Conference on Saturday 4th October at Moulton Community Centre.
Cllr Cocks reports as follows:
A lot of the conference was carrying out office business or giving out awards.
However, both Cllr Martin Griffiths (NNC) and Mark Arnull (WNC) were there to answer questions.  Key points arising:
*Warehousing was a major issue for a number of councils.
*The impact of major construction and road improvements on local communities.
*Concern about the potential impact of Reform UK political policies on council services.
*The merging of NNC, WNC and Milton Keynes into one Unitary Authority.  Although, Milton Keynes had emphatically stated they were not interested, Mark and Martin were keen to progress with the proposal.
Professor Colin Copus from De Montefort University then gave a very good lecture in which he spent the next 45 minutes arguing why reducing the layers of government and larger unitary authorities was a bad idea for community representation in local government (Martin and Mark had left the building!).
Gen Kitchen was present but no sign of Lee Barron.
NCALC fee for 250 – 500 electorates will rise to £406.19 an increase of £16.14
	

	LAPC25/255
	To advise on items that have been included in the next issue of Saints Alive! – October edition.
The deadline for Saints Alive! Was before the council meeting so the clerk and Cllr Brown discussed what to put in the October edition.  It was decided to put a general thanks in for everyone who helped/participated with the scarecrow festival, advertise the Ladies Night on the 21st November and promote the new bus service again.
However, since Saints Alive! Went to press Cllr Cocks has advised that the bus times have changed slightly.
The CB1 stops at the bus shelter by The Bell Inn at 10:13 arriving at Rushden Lakes (Stop 2) at 10:25.  It will leave Rushden Lakes (Stop 2) at 12:00, arriving back at the bus shelter at 12:13.  A revised schedule will be reported in the next edition of Saints Alive!
	Clerk

	LAPC25/256
	 To identify any future agenda items for the meeting on 18th November.
Budget.
Vulnerable Adults.
Public Sector Deposit Fund.
	

	LAPC15/257
	To close the Meeting.
Meeting closed at 21:20.
Date for next meeting Tuesday 18th November at 7:30pm at St Mary the Virgin Church, Little Addington.
Apologies given by Cllr Keech.
Cllr Beckett advised she may be late to the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



Signed:							Dated:
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